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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 6-9, 11, 13-16, 19-26, 28, and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Ebadollahi et al. (U.S. Patent 6,514,207). 

Regarding claim 6, Ebadollahi et al. discloses a computer readable 
medium storing a computer program that enables recording and time-marking of 
significant events during a medical procedure in video footage, indexing patient 
data with the video footage, and then editing and accessing the video footage 
with patient data and diagnostic information from a database in an efficient and 
expedient manner, the medium comprising: a source code segment that inserts 
at least one time-mark into the video footage (col. 7, lines 28-42); a source code 
segment that associates an index with the at least one time-mark (col. 4, lines 
45-49; col. 7, lines 8-51); a source code segment that extracts at least one 
portion of the video footage at the at least one time-mark, wherein the at least 
one portion begins before the at least one time-mark and ends after the at least 
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one time-mark (col. 4, lines 36-49); a source code segment that concatenates the 
extracted at least one portion of video footage together with at least another 
portion of video footage into a shortened summary video clip; and a source code 
segment that stores, both the video footage and shortened summary video clip 
with associated indices, into a searchable database (col. 10, lilies 54-65). 

Regarding claim 7, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 6 as well as further disclosing a 
source code segment that maintains and updates at least one patient's medical 
record with at least one of data from the index, video footage, and still pictures 
from the medical procedure (col. 11, lines 48-54; col. 12, lines 6-16). 

Regarding claim 8, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 6 the computer readable medium 
according to claim 6, including that the index comprises data fields for at least 
one of a name, medical finding, finding location, and free text (Figs. 10 and 11; 
col. 11, lines 12-24 and 48-54; col. 12,, lines 6-16). 

Regarding claim 9, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 6 and 8 including that the data for the 
index is capable of being input real-time during a medical procedure and post- 
procedure during review (col. 7, lines 28-51; col. 12, lines 6-54). 

Regarding claim 11, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 6 including that the time-mark is 
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capable of being input in real-time during a medical procedure and post- 
procedure during review (col. 12, lines 35-54). 

Regarding claim 13, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 6 as well as further disclosing a 
source code segment that provides a specialty video player (col. 5, lines 3-5; 
col.12, lines 6-16) 

Regarding claim 14, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 6 and 13 including that the specialty 
video player includes a playback speed control which provides for playback 
speeds ranging from a reduced speed to an accelerated speed as compared to a 
normal speed (col. 5, lines 3-5; col. 12, lines 6-16 - it is inherent that the player 
would be able to control the playback speed in order for the physician to get a 
better look at the patients condition so they can make a proper analysis). 

Regarding claim 15, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 6 and 13 as well as further disclosing 
a source code segment that enables jumping backward to a previous time- mark 
or jumping forward to a next time-mark (col. 10, liens 54-65; col. 12, lines 6-16). 

Regarding claim 16, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 6 and 13 as well as further disclosing 
a source code segment that provides a capture still image feature which stores a 
still picture within at least one patient's medical record (col. 4, lines 43-45). 
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Regarding claim 19, a computer-based video recording and management 
system, used in conjunction with medical diagnostic equipment, which allows 
recording and time-marking of significant events during a medical procedure on 
video footage, indexing patient data with the video footage, and then editing or 
accessing the video footage with patient data from a database in an efficient 
manner, the system comprising: at least one input device that inserts at least one 
time-mark into the video footage (col. 7, liens 28-42); and at least one 
workstation that associates an index with each time-mark, extracts at least a 
portion of the video footage at the at least one time-mark beginning before and 
ending after the at least one time-mark, concatenates the at least one portion of 
the video footage with at least another portion of video footage into a shortened 
summary video clip, and stores both the video footage and summary video clip 
into a searchable database ((col. 4, lines 45-49; col. 7, lines 8-51; col. 4, lines 36- 
49; col. 10, lines 54-65). 

Regarding claim 20, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 19 including that the at least one input 
device comprises a medical instrument having a video source, the video source 
being connected to the at least one workstation (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 21, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 19 including that the at least one 
workstation maintains at least one patient's medical record (Figs. 10 and 11). 
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Regarding claim 22, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 19 the system according to claim 19, 
wherein the index comprises data fields for at least one of a name, medical 
finding, finding location, and free text (Figs. 10 and 11; col. 11, lines 12-24 and 
48-54; col. 12, lines 6-16). 

Regarding claim 23, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 19 and 22 including that the data for 
the index is capable of being input real-time during a medical procedure and 
post-procedure during a review period (col. 7, lines 28-51). 

Regarding claim 24, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 19 including that the at least one 
workstation is connected to a network (col. 12, lines 6-8 - another physician can 
look at the patient's data from a remote location). 

Regarding claim 25, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 19 and 24 including that the at least 
one workstation is connected to the network via an Internet connection (col. 12, 
lines 17-22). 

Regarding claim 26, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 19 and 24 as well as further 
disclosing at least one file server having a video storage array connected to the 
network which stores at least one patient's medical record (Fig. 1). 
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Regarding claim 28, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 19 and 20 including that the medical 
instrument comprises one of an ultrasound device, fluoroscopy device, x-ray 
device and surgical camera (col. 3, lines 34-39). 

Regarding claim 30, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 19 including that the input device is 
activated, the system encapsulates data with the video footage for indexing 
purposes (col. 10, lines 49-65). 

Regarding claim 31, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 19 and 24 including the network 
comprises a peer-to-peer network (col. 12, lines 6-54). 

Regarding claim 32, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 19, 24, and 26 including that the 
database is located in one of the at least one workstation and the at least one file 
server (Fig. 1). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ebadollahi et al. (U.S. Patent 6,514,207) in view Tien (U.S. Patent 6,938,029). 

Regarding claim 1, Ebadollahi et al. discloses a computer readable 
medium storing a computer program that provides a computer-based video 
recording and management system for medical procedures, the medium 
comprising: a source code segment that inserts at least one time-mark into video 
footage upon receiving input from a user, the at least one time-mark capable of 
being inserted into the video footage real-time while the video footage is being 
recorded and post procedure during review (col. 7, lines 28-42); and a source 
code segment that associates an index with the at least one time-mark, data 
capable of being input into the index real-time during a medical procedure and 
post-procedure during review (col. 4, lines 45-49; col. 7, lines 8-51). However, 
Ebadollahi et al. fails to disclose that the user inserts the time-marks. 

Referring to the Tien reference, Tien discloses a system wherein the user 
inserts the time-marks (col. 2, line 59 - col. 3, line 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have allowed the user to insert the time-mark 
as disclosed by Tien in the management system as disclosed by Ebadollahi et al. 
in order to allow the user to mark points in the video that they find interesting 
rather than allowing the equipment to make all the time-marks because the 
equipment may miss points that are interesting to the user. 
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Regarding claim 2, Ebadollahi et al. in view of Tien discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the index 
comprises data for at least one of a patient's name, medical finding, finding 
location, and free text (Ebadollahi et al.: Figs. 10 and 1 1 ; col. 1 1 , lines 12-24 and 
48-54; col.12, lines 6-16). 

Regarding claim 3, Ebadollahi et al. in view of Tien discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 2 including that 
the data is transmitted from at least one of a medical instrument, microphone, 
footpedal/switch, mouse and computer keyboard operated by a user of the 
system (Ebadollahi et al.: Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 34-39). 

Regarding claim 4, Ebadollahi et al. in view of Tien discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 as well as further 
disclosing a source code segment that extracts at least one portion of the video 
footage starting at a predetermined period of time before the at least one time- 
mark and ending at a predetermined period of time after the at least one time- 
mark (Ebadollahi et al.: col. 4, lines 45-49). 

Regarding claim 5, Ebadollahi et al. in view of Tien discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 4 including that 
the at least one portion of video footage is concatenated with at least another 
portion of video footage into a shortened summary video clip (Ebadollahi et al.: 
col. 10, lines 54-65). 
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5. Claims 10, 12, 17, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ebadollahi et al. as applied to claim 6 above, and further in view of 
Tien (U.S. Patent 6,938,029). 

Regarding claim 10, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 6, but fails to disclose that the time- 
mark is inserted according to a user input device. 

Referring to the Tien reference, Tien discloses a system wherein the user 
inserts the time-marks (col. 2, line 59 - col. 3, line 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have allowed the user to insert the time-mark 
as disclosed by Tien in the management system as disclosed by Ebadollahi et al. 
in order to allow the user to mark points in the video that they find interesting 
rather than allowing the equipment to make all the time-marks because the 
equipment may miss points that are interesting to the user. 

Regarding claim 12, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 6 and Ebadollahi et al. in view of Tien 
discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 10, but 
they fail to disclose a source code segment that notifies whether the insertion of 
the at least one time-mark was successful or failed, by displaying a message on 
a monitor. Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the art to alert a user 
that the function they are trying to perform on an electronic device is successful 
or not. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time the invention was made to have alerted the user as to whether or not the 
insertion of the at least one time-mark was successful or failed, by displaying a 
message on a monitor in order to inform the physician if the images they wanted 
were the images that were going to be included in the summary so that the 
physician does not miss a key point their analysis. 

Regarding claim 17, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 6 and 13, but fails to disclose a 
source code segment that provides a create marker and delete marker feature 
which allows for the creation and deletion of the at least one time-marker within 
the video footage. 

Referring to the Tien reference, Tien discloses a system wherein a source 
code segment that provides a create marker and delete marker feature which 
allows for the creation and deletion of the at least one time-marker within the 
video footage. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have allowed the user to create markers and 
delete markers in order for the physician to mark things that they didn't see 
before or to delete things that they don't find relevant anymore. 

Regarding claim 18, Ebadollahi etal. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 6, but fails to disclose a source code 
segment which provides a voice activated data entry system allowing data to be 
entered via voice. 
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Referring to the Tien reference, Tien discloses a system wherein a source 
code segment that provides a voice activated data entry system allowing data to 
be entered via voice (col. 8, liens 23-27). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to provide a system source code segment that 
provides a voice activated data entry system allowing data to be entered via 
voice so that the physician could give voice activate commands when their hands 
are full and they are too busy performing the medical procedure. 

6. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ebadollahi et al. as applied to claim 19 above. 

Regarding claim 27, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 19, but fails to disclose that the 
medical instrument comprises an endoscope. However, Ebadollahi et al. 
discloses a medical instrument that provides a video footage. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have substituted an endoscope for the medical instrument disclosed by 
Ebadollahi et al. because the system is set up to handle video footage being 
input from a medical instrument. 

7. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ebadollahi et al. as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of Tien (U.S. Patent 
6,938,029). 
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Regarding claim 29, Ebadollahi et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 9, but fails to disclose that the input 
device comprises a foot pedal/switch, microphone, mouse, and computer 
keyboard. 

Referring to the Tien reference, Tien discloses a system wherein a source 
code segment that provides a voice activated data entry system allowing data to 
be entered via voice (col.8, lines 23-27 - a microphone would be needed for 
voice activated commands). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to provide a system source code segment that 
provides a voice activated data entry system allowing data to be entered via 
voice so that the physician could give voice activate commands when their hands 
are full and they are too busy performing the medical procedure. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather R. Jones whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and 
every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Heather R Jones 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 
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June 26, 2006 




